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« ter, to be a Miniſter within this Church, 

«© unleſs that he hath firſt taken and ſub- 
* ſcribed the Oath of Alledgeance, and ſub- 
ſcribed the Aſſurance, in Manner er 

t ed by the ſaid former Act. 


And by the Acts impoſing the Oath of Ab- 
juration, particularly the Act of the firſt of 
the late King, it is enacted, That all and 

« every the Perſon and Perſons aforeſaid, 
<«« (comprehending Miniſters) that do, or ſhall 
10 refuſe to take the ſaid Oaths, and ſub- 
<« ſeribe thereto, as aforeſaid, ſhall be rpfo = 
ce facto adjudged incapable, and diſabled in 4 
Law, to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſo: 1 
c eyer, to have, occupy, or enjoy the ſaid 1} 
9 Office or Offices, or any Part of them, 7 
« of any Profit or Advantage appertaining 1 
ce to them, and every ſuch Ofice Place "4 5 
« Employment, ſhall be void, and is ne | 
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«© Miniſters be declared incapable of taking, 
© holding," or 'enj joying any Eceleſiaſtical' Be- 


i nefice in Seunbnd; Wand yet this Law, — 


polite the Difficultics firſt objected: to 

It, has been generally ſubmitted to, and even 
wild People no longer make that a 

Ground of” Separation from thei” EK. 


———— — by /the Obje dom, 
That, no doubt it was competent to all Go- 


vernments to impoſe Oaths, as Teſts of the 


Eoyalty even of Miniſters, whom they ſuffer- 


ed to enjoy a Civil Eſtabliſhment among 


them; but this was faid to be a different 


| Caſe,” and that the like Penalty of forfeit- 


ing the Civil Eſtabliſhment, cannot be juſtly 


impoſed in Reſpect Es a 6 ener AQ” "of, 
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0 this it wes avere That the” . 
ral Laws concerning the Oaths, are ſo ma- 
ny Examples of exacting Obedience from Mi- 
niſters, on Pain of forfeiting their Benefices, 
and even their Offices, ſo far as theſe de- 


pend upon the Law; or are accompanied with 
a Civil Eſtabliſhment; and this is not pre- 


rended to be contrary to the Act of Secu- 


rity: That no good Reaſon could be aſſign- 
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Not-perfarmance in a particular Inſtance, po- 
ſitively "enjoined - under that Certification of 
that Loyalty and Allegiance which he had pro- 


; miſed; for that Loyalty or Allegiance includes: 


in its Nature and Significatien, ſomewhat more 


than even a ſincere Acknowledgement of the 
King's Title; and comprehends alſo atFual O 
bedrence to Mis lawful Commands, which are 


given or ſignified agreeably to the Conſtitution 


of the Kingdom, which can no way be done 


With ſo much Authority, as by an Act of Par- 
liament, an mer Concurrence of hes "whole" 
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ment upon the Contents of this Law itſelf; but 


there was one other Conſideration mentioned, 


extrinſick to all this Argument upon the Merits 


of the Queſtion, which yet I verily believe cre- 


ates more real'Difficulty to many Miniſters, than 


all the Objections made againſt the Juſtice or 
Equity of the Act itſelf, and that i me the word 
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but os there is ſuch a Spirit got among the | 

Populace of Averſion to it, that the Miniſters 

have Reaſon to apprehend, that by reading the 5 

Act, they ſhall — . — by their People, and 

become contemptible and 4 to them, and 

even be rendered unable to keep up, among the 


People, their uſual Fidelity and Zeal to the pre- 


ſent happy» Eſtabliſhment, in caſe any publick 
7 Commotions. ſhould; make- b E uſeful r ne- 
ceſſary, When they the Miniſters ſhould have 
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Situation of theſe Miniſters; was indeed n 
to be regreted; and yet, difficult as the Caſe is, 
there could be little juſt Reaſon to heſitate upen 
the Determination, whether to obey be . 
ture, or to humour the Populace ; that no Loyer 
of Liberty, and particularly no Preſtyterian, 
could. deſpiſe or contemn aw Peo ple; they ought 
to be protected in all their juſt Nl Li- 
berties by the Magiſtrate; and they are to be 
taught and 2 likewiſe. by their Miniſters, 
and Eccleſſaſtical Jadicatorits.. But no Body 
who has a juſt Senſe of our happy Conſtitution, 
either in Church or State, can ſeriouſly think it 
either juſt or expedient, that the Maulnena 
| ſhould: be ſuflered to controul aud di- 


both their Temporal and Spiritual Superiors; Ki 
that #his Would be a Subverſion of all Order, 
that 


. the 3 may have very good. Qualities, 
hut are by no Means fit Din Bors in _ of 
r. ment, „ or Gates: of nnn 


- 


l 2 1 


Fo. Tn Ar if er BER to this ho or ＋ 4 
reading of it, truly proceeds from a ſecret 5 
Þ robation' of the Mutder of Porteaus, it is 
Buſineſs and Duty of Miniſters to unde- 
ceive them of ſo groſs an Ewor 3 for no Mini- 
ſter has taken upon him to juſtify, or; palliate 
-that Crime, but all ſeem to agree to condemn = 
it: And it would be ſomewhat ſtrange, if Mi- 
niſters ſhould be ſo: hardy, as contrary to their 
Duty, to diſobey what whey think a lawful Com- 
mand in itſelf, and not have the Courage to do 
their Duty, by labouring, to mere SOR ag 
of ſo groſs a Delta ile Db 


"257i af there are any other Notions or Con 

1 ceits taken up by the People concerning this Act, 

5 which few of them have ever ſeen or heard, it 
vould be ſtill unreaſonable. to be determined in 
ſuch a Conjuncture, by the Notions or Humour 

of a Multitude, whom one in this Conference 
termed an unrhinbing Rable, and Who may tru- 
ly be ſaid 70 Heal Euil of the Things = they 
underſtund not; and therefore to be very pre- 
jumptuous und 22 Hed if they ſhall deſert their 
Miniſters for their doing their Duty, accord- 
ing to the Light of their own Minds, and e- 
es to be —_—— by the People in a or” 1 
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. was" aber — on ches Had, » 
That to ſuch Miniſters as are' fatisfied: in their 
on Minds of the Lawfulneſs of obeying this 

Law, it is a neceſſary Duty that they ſhould 

obey it: In this as well as in all other Caſes, Du- 
tt:t ought'to be performed with Stedfaſtneſs and 
| Courage, without regarding the Conſequences; 
even as on the other Hand, they who can- 

not be ſatisfied in their Minds, that it is law- 


ful to obey, mult take their Venue 4 al. the | 
Fees of Diſobedience. / . 5 0 A 


RS +: was. 3th Haden: That a Miniſter, ö 
3 | ſhould be much upon his: Guard on ſuch an 
| Occaſion, not to be intimidated or mifled, 
by the Notions and Sentiments of an ignorant 
People, whom he ſees about him, but that 
he ought carefully to, judge for himſelf, in 

Matters which they are very uncapable and 
incompetent Judges: — both as to the Points 
of Wibe and Expediency, which depend up- 
on the Rules and Laws of Society and Go- 
vernment, and the preſent Gtnapan: of this 
2 Church and Se 0gin F iii 
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Tx 7 as this 5 are not e found: 
on any ſolid Reaſon, but upon "Ignorance and 
miſtaken Apprehcnfions, Py is good Ground 


to hope, that, better Inforniation, or at leaſt 
Time will wear them off, which in Fact hap- 
pened to be the Caſe of the Oath of Abjura- 


* That, in like Manner, made a great 
FS and Noiſe among the People for 4 While, 


and game at length to be e i Hs 
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pology itſelf, for the Diſobedience of the Mini 
ſters to the Law, namely, the Humour or Spi- 
fit of the People againſt it, ſhould it be uſed or 
repreſented. 3 in Behalf of the Miniſters, would 
bring: no ſmall  Diſeredit. and Diſaduantage to 
urch and Nation, as well as there is no 
12 to expect it would be fuſtained, as a 
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ſufficient or relevant Excuſe; for it would 
neceſſarily create _ or confirm the Belief in 
the Parliament and People of England, that 
the whole People of Scotland were Approvers 
of the Murder of Porteous, and were in Re- 


ality what is re ported to have been ſaid of ſome 


of them, a wild Enthuſiaſtick People; and 
what the Conſequences of ſuch an Opinion ma 


Ee, either for. our Reputation or Intereſt, as" 


ealy. to forſee: and particularly, that it may 
ſerve to extinguiſh our Hopes, or our Chance 


of ever getting free from the Grievance of the ks 


Act reſtoring Patronages, © e 
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better tö do this, that T have laid before you, as 
fairly and fully as I was able, the Subſt 
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to. your Duty, and the brite Intereſt, 
yourſelf only, but of the whole Chat 
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48. or conclude, that the ONT: preſſion of 
this Law would be wholly Wecken, 5 nd 


draw after it no bad Conſeq IND) to the 7 ; 


cular Miniſters Who ſhall an or Mo the 
Ch urch i in general, then indeed the Argutnients 
SH Ex xpediency for giving Obedience, Would in 
4 great Meaſure ceaſe; - but as I. have never | 


Heard 5 learned in all this Conference, or 0. 
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contrary, to apprehend the worſt; Thave thete- 
fore been the more particular, in * 1 
the Hiſtory, as well. as the e f _ 


Anv 1 this the rather, that 1 = 
8 Converſation, and ſee by Pamphlets pub 

liſhed, that the greateſt Enemies to our Eſta- 
bliſhment, both in Church and State, are taking 
Pains to foment the Diſſatisfaction of the People 
with this Act, and to promote the Diſobedience 
of Miniſters to it. And it muſt be evident, 


| that the Intention of theſe Men is to create Di- 


ſturbances in the Country, and to render this 
Church obnoxious to the Govern ment and the 
Legiſlature ; and that as in former Times they 
were uſed to repreſent Preſbytery as inconſiſtent 
with Monarchy, ſo they are now deſirous, that 
it ſhould be 3 inconſiſtent with all Go- 
vernment, and that Prsſbyterians are incapable 
af being caſy or obedient, even under that hap- 
py Eſtabliſhment, to which they owe their on 
Settlement and Protection. 


Tus is certainly the Light in which the 
- Facobites are deſirous we ſhould appear; and it 
is a Conſideration material at this Time, that 
- Miniſters ſhould beware of embroiling em- | 
ſelves with the Power, under which only this 
Church can be fafe, or bringing themſelves and 
their People inte a Diſcredit, * we N = = 


l be and Gentry that are their beſt F 


* 
. A 
„ - 
| * % - 0 
* 2 4 ＋ 1 * 4 
oY . OS. - 7 , 
i 2 A « # a Y 
* WE F * | 
LEP 1 4 
| "jp „ 
K 25 * * 2 Br > , 1 
3 «4 3 4 
. as WW — * * * 
** 4 E . 8 R BW 5 7 
2 ) 
N 
3 Ss 8 % 
u , L 
, Ty Pe 1 F 
* . BYE * 
= 1 2 
Se be i, , 
: = 5 N 8 
, | + hh 


b | th 2 te "(iT 6 ape 
of your o wn "People, - 


ww 
{4 
* 4 


g 


£ „ <4 *%% 


- 


<7 I © LE» 


o 


-- 


» * * - 72 2 
* 34 


„ . «ts * ; «3 422 4 "7 
* * 


Sn :t SI .& 
Bi i Ex 


& 


s ** 

rer 74 77 1 1 „en 

|; i \# * 5 
** 


2 K An 


- 
Fn ny 
- 

” 

. 

4 


a 57 7 r V 


ut, 1 
4 F 


1 : 
3 
ih N F 
: vo 9 
1 : 
3 
„ 1 & 
1 
4 
2 


—— 2 


— — 


4 Ws 2 © LY 2 FP 2 #9 * 5 o 2. » 1 . 4s $$." 2 „ qns 7 . * 5 OY | 
wa ov - % 4 e 5 3 3 * P : ad. HY 4 3 3 
< 7 ANGST On Ra Xt 12 W414 64a a6. $5 
” * * LT * 
» 1 * 7 5 F% ? * * * 2 * * , Y 2 
: _ v * by 4 0X ww. Ws ** 175 a n # WH 2 5 3 F \% 6 
w 4 1 1 6. 1 U } 2 1 * 4 423.36! 9 Io "2 0 A 1 * 5 * jt 
» » LR 2 * „ +4: K 2 3 1 * * 1 4 4 4 3 q RF” a 
=, 7 7 * * + » 4 > 4 ” 5 d 4 : 
* * 4 g o by _ 4 
* : 5 * 1 * „ 1 14 . « *, 4 * A : 
* * 1 74 * 3 3 £ 14 * 2 8 
1 1 * as ; * he —— * . 4 Fo 4 7 „ * — N ws" 4 % is 1 4% 4. ** 
* 5 # i ; . 
* 4 8 


$f > SS, IG 3 
* * "7. Wa 
- 8 * 


. 
ve 4 * 
2 * 


3 * o — 7% j 
TOES TIT 10509 ⁰ð 44 io RT boat + + 
mY d o os — n .v £3 3. oe $4. Lal t c $32. 5 i 


7 % 4 - ” ; 7 0 * = % 
=", a+. : 5 5 : ; 9 


, 1 Re 4 1 
j 4 > "8 
3 8 : f 
[2 . 
37 1 x 
„ 4 2 Ro 
£ „ * : 
* . F Y 
y * 1 . 
o U Keg z # * 4 i 
% FR a 
0 y & FX — o * 


n e . 
oo 2 FRATE) e 


* x * SG +: A 4 e N 2 Ls * , "% * 3 n 4 wa Y ; _ a . * 6 5 4 "ER * 5 1 
12 A TTT CE. ICH 5 n 32 2 þ 
8 1 ; _— ö * 1 
* by p . 


a. -:-4 | > 44a. 5 . oo 5 
WPF ac „ ; = 2 1 4 4 ws” * r r 
— * = — os : * 1 £ Fe „ t 4-2 "0 4 4 0 3 4 4 3 4 * . + hk 25. 
7 . 1 ** 4 > 1" / 
85 * 


eee n 


1 


* 
| 
4 
e 
* 
« 
= 
5 
is 
8 3 
3 
P 
55 


